CHAPTER XXII.

MARRIAGE   CEREMONIES.

MI LOUD reminded me that two wedding processions
would take place that evening in Tlen^en, and that
we had better leave the Roman remains for another
day, have dinner, and meet on the Place at the cafe immediately
^after, for the festivities were to begin as soon as it was dark
enough for the torches to make their effect. As he had gone
through the ceremony himself once upon a time, he told me
how such things were manage^ and how marriage contracts
were made. The grandmothers of the proposed bride and
bridegroom on the fathers' side have an informal and prelimi-
nary talk as to whether the alliance is possible. They, too, ap-
preciate the wisdom of the saying, " La nuit porte conseil;" and
if the next morning the old ladies still find no objection, the
matter is carried on by the fathers, who come to an agreement
about the sum of money to be paid by the bridegroom; this
varies, of course, with the standing and wealth of the parties
concerned. The bride is sometimes an orphan in possession
of a fortune, in which case she can make her own terms and
marry more from her own choice, but ordinarily the bride and
bridegroom are dhosen by the parents. The young man may
never have seen his intended, but it not unfrequently happens
that they have been playmates until the time when it is deemed
proper, and according to custom, that the girl should be veiled,